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MINES SAFETY 

Statement 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [5.20 pm]: Regrettably, I missed 
members’ statements yesterday so I was unable to respond to some comments made by Hon Jon Ford. These 
comments related, in particular, to the death of a worker at the Leinster Perseverance mine. On two occasions 
now Hon Jon Ford has referred to this fatality and has drawn a conclusion that somehow or other the company is 
responsible for the death of the worker. I have refrained from commenting on that because the matter is subject 
to a coronial inquiry and it is not for any ministers to make comments about likely causes of death while that 
inquiry is taking place. I do not intend to make any comments or to suggest in any way that any particular 
person, company or circumstance is to blame for that fatality.  

I will go through what has occurred at that mine site since that fatality. After notification of the fatal accident, a 
prohibition notice was put in place stopping all mobile equipment operations at or near stopes or such openings 
where there was potential for equipment to fall into a void. Subsequent to this, the company has conducted a risk 
assessment of such operations and is satisfied that operations at tip heads where an engineered stop and grizzly is 
in place can be conducted safely. Tipping at such locations has recommenced. Operations at locations similar to 
where the accident occurred are still prohibited. Operations such as backfilling at locations similar to where the 
accident occurred will only recommence when provision is made that will ensure there is no possibility of the 
equipment falling into a void.  

With respect to the concerns raised by Hon Jon Ford that this mine should not be open, I indicate that particular 
practices that may have led to that fatality are still prohibited on that mine site. I raised a rhetorical question with 
the member. If he believed the whole mine should be shut down, he should say so publicly because people need 
to understand that that is what he thinks should happen. I can assure him that any activity at that part of the mine 
or any part of the mine where a similar incident could occur is still prohibited.  
 


